In the Claims: 



Please cancel claims 35 and 5 1 without prejudice. Please withdraw claims 52-55 without prejudice. 
Applicants reserve the right to prosecute canceled or withdrawn claims in continuing applications. 
Please amend claims 30, 34, 49, 50 and 57 as indicated. 
Please add new claim 59. 

1-29. Canceled 

30. (Currenlly amended) A method for inducing a neuroprotective effect of protecting or rescuing 
neurons destined to degenerate or die as a result of hypoxia or ischemia in a brain of a patient, comprising 
administering growth hormone , an analog ther& o f, ei ' a iunctioiially tqulvdlcut llgimd to the brain af the 
patient. 

3 1 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 30, where the neuroprotective effect is a prophylactic 
effect. 

32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 30, where the neuroprotective effect is-a neural rescue 
effect 

33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 32, where the neural rescue effect is the rescue of 
neurons otherwifje destined to die as the result of a prior neuronal insult 

34. (Currenlly amended) A method for inducing a neuroprotective effect of protectmp or rescuing 
neurons destined to degenerate or die as a result of hypoxia or ischemia in a brain of a patient, comprising 
administering to said patient a pharmaceuticallv effective amount of a substance selected from the group 
consisting of growth hormone releasing peptides (GHRPV GHRP-1 , GHRF-2. GHRP-6. Hexarelin. G-7Q39. 
G-75Q2. L-692.429. L-692.585. L-163>19h growth hormone releasing hormone flSIHRH^ and somatostatin 
fsomatotropin release inhibitory factor: SRIF). wherein such substance causes causing a n increase in the 
effective concentration of growth hormon e o r a fim c ti o u a i - ly rq uiva i jent 'e ndug e nuuh ligaiid - i n the brain of 
the patient 
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35. (Canceled) 



36. (Withdniwn) The method of claim 34 where the causing an increase in the effective concentration 
of growth hormone or ligand comprises administering an agent which either simulates production of growth 
hormone or the ligand or which lessens or prevents inhibition of growth hormone or ligand activity. 

37. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 34 where the neuroprotective effect is a neuroprophylactic 
effect. 

38. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 34 where the neuroprotective effect is a neural rescue effect. 

39. (Withdrskwn) The method of claim 38 where the neural rescue effect is the rescue of neurons 
otherwise destined to die as the result of a prior neuronal insult. 

40. (Withdniwn) A method for inducing a neuroprotective effect in a brain of a patient which 
comprises causing an increase in the activity of neural growth hormone receptors in the brain of the patient. 

41. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 40 where the causing an increase in the activity of neural 
growth hormone receptors in the brain of ifae patient comprises directly administering to the brain of said 
patient an agent which increases the activity of said neural growth hormone receptors. 

42. (Withdniwn) The method of claim 41 where the agent binds growth hormone receptors, 

43. (Withdriwn) The method of claim 42 where the agent is selected from growth hormone, an analog 
thereof, prolactin, an analog of prolactin, placental lactogen and an analog of placental lactogen. 

44. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 41 where the agent effects an increase in the active 
concentration of an agent which binds neural growth hormone receptors. 

45. (W ithdniwn) The method of claim 44 where the agent is selected from growth hormone releasing 
proteins (GKP), growth hormone releasinghorraone (GHRH), functionally equivalent secretagogues of these, 
and somatrotropin release inhibitory factor (SRIF). 
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46, (Withdriiwn) The method of claim 40 where the neuroproteclive effect is a neuroprophylactic 
effect. 

47- (Withdniwii) The method of claim 40 where the neuroprotective effect is a neural rescue effect. 

48. (Withdniwn) The method of claim 47 where the neural rescue effect is the rescue of neurons 
otherwise destined to die as the result of a prior neuronal insult 

49. (Currently amended) The method of claim 30 conTprisina adjninistcrina gi ' wtli li o imouc, «m 
analog dwre o f. a fmieti e mlly equi v alen t ligand in ec p inbina t i o n w it h fitrther comprising administering a 
secondary neuroprotective agent. 

50. (Currently amended) The method of claim 49 where the secondary neuroprotective agent is 
selected from tfie group consisting of IGF-L OPE, activin, NGF, TGF-P, growth hormone binding proteins, 
IGF-binding proteins and bFGF. 

51. (Canceled) 

52. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 51 where the neuronal insult is Huntington's disease or 
Alzheimer's disease, and the secondary neuroprotective agent is at least one of GPE, IGFOl , and activin, 

53 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 5 1 where the neuronal insult is corticobasal degeneration of 
Steele-Richardson-Olszewski syndrome, and the secondary neuroprotective agent is lGF-1. 

54. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 51 where the neuronal insult is Devic's disease or Pick's 
disease, and the secondary neuroprotective agent is at least one of GPE and IGF-I . 

55. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 5 1 where the neuronal insult is diabetic neuropathy, and the 
secondary neuroprotective agent is at least one of IGF- 1 and activirL 

56. (Currently amended) A neuroprotective pharmaceutical composition comprising a suitable 
excipient; growth hormone, and analog thereof^ or a functionally equivalent Ugand; and a secondary 
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neuroprotective agent selected from the group consistingr of GPE. activiru NGF, TGF-p. p-owth hormone 
binding proteins, IGF-binding proteins, and bFGF. . pr ovided t hat when on ly o n e secondary ncur o m 'Ot cctivc 
agent is pr esent^ it is n ot IGF^L 



57. (Currently amended) The composition of claim 56 where t he sceondaiy neu ro p ro t e c t iv e a g ent is 
sclceted fr o m GPE, ac t ivin^NGF, TGF-'P, g ro w t h ho r m o ne binding pr ot eins, iGF-bmding pr ote ii75, andbrOF 
fiirther comprising IGF-1 . 

58. (Original) The method of claim 30 wherein said patient suffers firom stroke. 
Please add the following new claim, 

59. (New) A method for inducing a neuroprotective effect of protecting or rescuing neurons destined 
to degenerate or die as a result of a disorder in a brain of a patient, conprisbig administering growth hormone 
to the brain of the patient, wherein said disorder is selected from the group consisting of Alzheimer 's disease, 
Huntington' s disease, corticobasal degeneration of Stcele-Richardson-Olszewsld syndrome, Devic' s disease. 
Pick's disease and diabetic neuropathy. 
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